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From The Editor –
My jonquils are blooming and trees are starting to
form leaves, so let’s hope Mother Nature does not
throw us an unexpected curve with a freezing
snow like she did a few years ago on Easter! Now
would be a good time to think about trimming a
sweet plain cardigan with lace even if you don’t
have time to make a coat. A lace trimmed white
cardigan can offer many miles of use throughout
the year!!
I am devoting this issue to the identification of
laces and embroideries as it seems that many of
you, both customers and shop owners, still are
confused about some of the terminology. My goal
in life is to educate you all to the best of my ability.
Frankly not knowing the correct term can either get
you into trouble or deep frustration because you
cannot find what you really want because you don’t
know what to ask.
PLEASE CONSIDER PRINTING THE ARTICLE
AND PLACING IT IN YOUR LACE BOOK OR
POSTING IN A PROMINENT SPOT NEAR YOUR
LACE AND TRIM SECTION.
If only one customer a week reads it and learns
from your effort, it will be well worth the task. I am
here at any time to answer any questions and clear
any mystery, so don’t hesitate to call.
Happy and Lucky Shamrocks to all and Happy
Stitching….

Sheila
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The first lace in the photograph is sometimes referred to as a
‘round thread’ because the mesh looks round, although in
fact, it is a hexagon with 6 sides. The second lace with the
In the simplest of terms, a lace is a trim manufactured in bows has a diamond mesh but is also a Valencienne.
France, where the design and background is woven at the
same time with the same thread. Swiss embroideries are The third and fourth laces in the first column are Maline or
stitched on a pre-woven fabric. In other words, the fabric is Mechlin laces. They always have a diamond mesh
woven first and then it is embroidered on a machine much background and they are always 15 points. They are also
like a vertical sewing machine. The ground fabric in our easily identified by their ‘clipped’ threads which are on the
embroideries is our Bearissima so that the fabric and trim in right side. This can be a personal preference with some
the garment are of the same weight.
preferring the ‘clips’ to be on the wrong side. Make sure you

Trim Identification and Description

First of all, let us make sure we all understand some basics:

are consistent in your construction.

Many times a sewer will refer to an entredeux edging or an
An edging is a trim with one straight side and one curved, entredeux insertion. This simply means that the edging or
scalloped or pointed side.
insertion is manufactured with the entredeux woven to the
edging or insertion as in those examples in the middle of the
An insertion is a trim with two straight sides.
second column.
A galoon is a trim that has scallops or points on both sides.

Entredeux has square holes. Note it is a trim and can be very
decorative, but its’ purpose is to add strength to lace that is
sewn to fabric. Entredeux is a French word that literally
means ‘between two’, hence its’ purpose of joining lace to
fabric.

Most Swiss trims/embroideries are Schiffli embroideries
meaning they are stitched on a machine invented by Mr.
Schiffli! They can be easily identified by the fact that the
flower or leave will have a vein running down the center where
the top thread and bottom thread meet, much like in your
home sewing machine.
Another Swiss embroidery is the Handloom as pictured at the

Faggoting is NOT large entredeux. It replicates the hand bottom of the first column. It is stitched with a significantly
embroidery stitch called faggoting and can be used to carry
ribbon. It can be any size, but it is always rectangular holes,
NOT square. Over the years faggotting has been made both
as a lace and embroidery

heavier thread due to the machine on which it is made. The
machine is TOTALLY operated by hand as there is NO
electricity used in its’ operation. Many vintage embroideries
found in clothing and linens are mistakenly thought to be
hand stitched by humans when they were correctly stitched
on the Hand Embroidery machine. Most often these are
misidentified as Ayrshire Embroidery. Please refer to our
August 2009 (Volume 1 – No. 3) edition of Bear In Mind for
a more in depth description of the uniqueness of the hand
loomed embroideries.

Holes in a trim do not necessarily equate to beading. Just
because a trim has a hole in it does not make it a beading,
hence my query regarding my friend cutting and stitching next
to the ‘beading’. Many seamstresses like the look of beading,
especially the fancier ones, without ribbon. For example, in
the photograph, the 6th trim from the top of the left hand
column generally is used alone, without ribbon.
In conclusion I hope this has helped many, both seasoned
seamstresses and those just beginning on their journey of
And now to a tad more depth on the subject:
sewing and embroidery, to understand and correctly use the
terminology of our beautiful world of trims.
Valencienne, Val or Round Thread Laces – These terms are
interchangeable although they might look quite different. Sheila T. Nicol
They can vary from 10 to 14 points, which determines how
delicate the lace looks. The greater the point factor, the finer Copyright February 2018
the lace. Bear Threads, does not carry any 10 point laces, only
12, 14 and 15 point.

AND NOW YOU KNOW

St. Patrick’s Day Fun Facts
The following 10 facts may help you to better enjoy this popular holiday.

This column is devoted to questions from our readers
received of Why this, Why not that and Can you…..
10. March 17th is when Patrick died.

St. Patrick went to his reward on March 17, 461 AD.

Early in the life of our newsletter Bear In Mind, October of
2009 to be exact, I printed examples of different trims to
help with your knowledge and understanding of how and
where to use them. However last week a shop owner was
trying to order a trim and as I was explaining that our lace
stock numbers started with an “L” and embroidery stock
numbers began with “E”, her comment was ‘well what is
the difference between a lace and an embroidery?’
As well, a certain person whom I will not name, was talking
about cutting and stitching next to the beading – there
being no beading in the garment, I could not figure out
what she was talking about. The answer was that she was
referring to the entredeux!
AND, since every day we have new sewers join our forces, I
am reprinting the sample page with a more in-depth
description of each trim. It would be most helpful to your
customers to print the sample page along with the
descriptions and have it laminated to post in your trim
books.
I would invite you to refer back to the April 2012 issue of
Bear In Mind to find my more detailed article on Guipures
and the September 2012 issue to read more details of the
difference in Lace and Embroidery. As well, the August 2009
issue talks more in depth about Swiss Handlooms.
Remember all past issues are to be found on our Website
www.bearthreadsltd.com
I am hopeful you will find this informative
‘And now you know….’
Sheila T. Nicol

9. St. Patrick wasn't Irish.
St. Patrick wasn't Irish, and he wasn't born in Ireland. Patrick's parents were
Roman citizens living in Scotland or Wales.
8. St. Patrick was a slave.
At the age of 16, Patrick had the misfortune of being kidnapped by Irish raiders
who took him away and sold him as a slave.
7. St. Patrick used the shamrock to preach about the trinity.
Many claim the shamrock represents faith, hope, and love, or any number of
other things but it was actually used by Patrick to teach the mystery of the Holy
Trinity.
6. Legend says St. Patrick drove all the snakes from Ireland.
According to legend, St. Patrick drove all the snakes out of Ireland. In reality,
this probably did not occur, as there is no evidence that snakes have ever
existed in Ireland, the climate being too cool for them to thrive.
5. Patrick's color is blue.
The original color associated with St. Patrick is blue, not green as commonly
believed.
4. The Shamrock is not the symbol of Ireland.
The shamrock is a popular Irish symbol, but it is not the symbol of Ireland. As
early as the medieval period, the harp has appeared on Irish gravestones and
manuscripts.
3. There are more Irish in the USA than Ireland.
Well, sort of. An estimated 34 million Americans have Irish ancestry. Some are
pure-blood Irish, meaning they or their parents came from Ireland, but many
more have mixed ancestry today. By contrast, there are 4.2 million people
living in Ireland.
2. St. Patrick's Day in the US has a strong political history.
In the mid-19th century, the Irish faced discrimination much like that faced by
African Americans. By the end of the 19th century, St. Patrick's Day was a
large holiday for the Irish and an occasion for them to demonstrate their
collective political and social might.
1. St. Patrick's was a dry holiday in Ireland until 1970.
Aside from the color green, the activity most associated with St. Patrick's Day
is drinking. However, Irish law, from 1903 to 1970, declared St. Patrick's Day a
religious observance for the entire country meaning that all pubs were shut
down for the day. That meant no beer, not even the green kind, for public
celebrants. The law was overturned in 1970, when St. Patrick's was
reclassified as a national holiday - allowing the taps to flow freely once again.
Bonus Fact: Your odds of finding a four-leaf clover are:
About 1 in 10,000.

Visit us on the web at www.bearthreadsltd.com
To place an order contact us at 404-255-5083 or 404-255-4001 fax
"Bear in Mind" articles are available on our website. Encourage your customers
to check out our website for information and inspiration.

