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Take some time to study your supplies and future
needs, and talk to your friends about the
Summer has arrived and many of you are already importance of Bear Threads continuing to be THE
on vacation. In fact, I am leaving for the beach major player in the Heirloom Sewing Industry!
next week and so looking forward to hearing the
waves crashing, sipping some cool beverages and Happy Stitching stitching.

From The Editor –

Sheila

This issue I am focusing on Samplers and their
importance to our embroidery history. Perhaps
you have never stitched a ‘sampler’ as such, but I
bet many of you have taken a ‘notebook’ class
where you learned many new stitches. These
samples were then put in a notebook for future
reference. Same idea, different format! I hope
you enjoy reading about the many different types
and purposes of samplers
Our liquidation sale continues as we continue to
talk to potential new captains for our ‘good ship
lollipop’. One often asked question the past few
weeks is how our supply of entredeux is holding.
Well for now we still have white, ivory and ecru
both on the reels and cards. White Bearissima and
Bearissima II are fine as well. I am willing to sell
various ‘collections’ of the Bear, so if there is an
area that perks your interest, give me a call.

Relax and enjoy your Summer!

TRADITIONS
A ONE HUNDRED YEAR BIRTHDAY!
In the over 40 years of my love relationship with
textiles, embroidery and Fine Sewing, the one
word that so describes this art is “Tradition” and
second to that is “Heirloom”. No matter what
type of needlework you fancy, everyone hopes
that some of their beloved stitching projects will
be saved for future generations. That does not
mean that it isn’t fun to indulge in a fantasy
project once in a while. But more than likely it will
not make it to the great grandchildren’s hope
chest, closet or sofa!
As I have begun recently to look toward both
retirement and the future, I have also looked back
to see where Bear Threads has traveled these past
40 years or so. I indulged myself (and my
customers) in some not so traditional fabrics that I
did not consider suitable for babies. I simply had
an appreciation of what the Swiss can do with
fabrics and many of these fabrics were simply too
beautiful not to offer. In response, many of you
surprised me and created some lovely garments.
Other fabrics that were an experiment, aka the
fabulous Swiss Flannel, became a staple for babies
and adults alike. One shop told me several years
later that the Swiss Flannel was like toilet paper –
they just had to keep it in stock!!! And, of course,
there are the Bearissima and Bearissima II which
we have been running for 35 years. Same colors,
same weave, same lovely fabric. And it could be
loved for many more generations.
As in fabrics, some children’s clothing styles never
go out of style and are simply traditions. As an
example, 2016 is a milestone year for Feltman
Bros. as they celebrate their 100th anniversary.
This is tradition personified as they are today
making many of the same garments that were
made 100 years ago. For a world who thinks in

terms of ‘fast, new and emerging’ it is hard to
believe that one company looks to the past for
their future.

www.feltmanbrothers.com

Feltman Brothers garments are still made in the
Philippines where they were originally. The
Pilipino women take such pride in the hand
crafting that goes into every garment. The
country’s entire garment industry is dedicated to
detail and quality. The hand embroidery skills are
passed down from one generation to another. It is
Feltman’s belief that babies should be dressed like
babies in soft colors and styles. Currently there
are styles in their line that are 15-20 years old. As
part of their 100th celebration they are offering
some of the original designs such as diaper sets,
etc. When needing inspiration for ‘new’ designs,
they simply go back to samples from the past.
The perennial kilt and sailor suit both enjoy a
popularity in children’s fashion that transcends
both nationalities and centuries. What child’s
garment could possibly be more classic than the
sailor suit. Whether for boy or girl this style has
been gracing children’s clothing racks for
generations. As well, is the beloved kilt, made
popular by Queen Victoria when she began
dressing her sons in kilts. Not considered for boys
today, the kilt is one garment flattering on every
female, tot to adult.
Small checks and small florals (and I mean SMALL)
are never out of vogue especially for smocked
dresses. Velvets, too, are a mainstay for dressy
clothing. Bunnies, chickens and ducks, and the
beloved teddy bear are favorite animal motifs for
the wee boy and girl.

Sometimes new is not always better. Traditional
children’s clothing, with a few alterations such as
length, is much the same from generation to
generation. Chevrons, dots and novelties are
here today and gone tomorrow. White, Pink and
Blue baby clothes with embroidery are here
forever! Many years ago my husband penned a
new term: ‘disposable heirlooms’ meaning those
that were crafted of cheaper fabrics and trims!
CERTAINLY GONE TOMORROW!!!
Copyright 2016
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Garrett Elizabeth Litton – 3 months old – wearing a Feltman Brothers dress

Beach Fun Facts


Sandy beaches are mostly made of silica (SiO2)
in the form of the mineral quartz.



Depending on the type of sediment that makes
up the sand, beaches can come in many
different colors such as: white, gray, gold-yellow,
brown, red and black.



A beach berm is a long narrow sand wedge that
resembles a terrace of land, it has a steep slope
facing the ocean and a gentle slope towards the
land, it is an indication that the beach has been
gaining sand deposits.



Beach cusps are wavy rolling surfaces that form
in the sand in an arc pattern.



A beach that remains undisturbed by modern
human influences (such as nearby houses,
resorts, shops, camps or hotels) is often called a
wild beach.



In many countries, good recreational beaches
are awarded a Blue Flag status based on such
things as water quality and safety conditions.



Beaches became popular as tourist attractions
during the 18th century. Today, beachside towns
and beach resort areas are a magnet for tourist
who come to sunbathe, swim, stroll the beach,
build sandcastles, surf and bodyboard.



The longest beach in the world is arguably Praia
do Cassino (Casino Beach) in the city of Rio
Grande, Brazil. It is approximately 132 miles
long.



Fraser Island off the coast of
Queensland, Australia, is the largest sand island
in the world covering around 163,000 ha and it
has a beach 40 mi long.



A beach is not an ideal place for most animals to
live due to its constantly changing environment.
Crabs and insects live in the sands while
sea turtles bury their eggs on sandy beaches.



According to the Guinness World Records, the
tallest sandcastle ever made was constructed in
Connecticut, USA, in May 2011. It was 37 ft 10
in tall.

SAMPlers
By
Sheila T. Nicol

Derived from the Latin exemplum or French
essamplaire, a sampler is a kind of work to be
copied. A ‘sampler’ is the common name today for
these examples, but the early English pieces were
known as Sam Cloths. In fact, the oldest dated piece
is from 1598 stitched by Jane Bostocke. It is now
housed in the Victoria and Albert museum.
Although the first pattern book was printed in
1523, they were difficult to obtain and very
expensive. So samplers were used as educational
tools as well. We think of the oldest samplers as
teaching tools for young ladies. Young girls were
expected to begin at an early age learning
embroidery skills. But the earliest 16th century
samplers were believed to have been stitched by
women, not by young girls. These were ‘band
samplers’ and were long, narrow bands of fabric,
only 6-9” wide. Here the ladies would stitch
alphabets, and numbers in various styles, colors
and threads as well as stitches they learned from
friends. They were the prized possessions of these
ladies and the longer and more complete with the
most variety the better.

Cross-stitch alphabet sampler worked by Elizabeth Laidman, 1760.
By Photo by Nick Michael - Private collection, Public Domain,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1670415

Any form of needlework can be used in creating
your own sampler. And any subject is game for the
basis of a sampler. I stitched a sampler of my life for
my mother which is entitled ‘This work did to let
you see, what care my mother took of me’. Another
one I stitched showing icons of all the cities I have
visited in Norway. Another idea is combining the
lives of husband and wife in a wedding sampler.
There are lots of resources not the least of which
are the many Sampler Guilds around the United
States.

To be certain there were various types and
purposes of samplers. There were basic sewing
skill samplers as well as samplers that taught
intricate lace making skills. There were school
samplers, gift samplers and puzzles. Map samplers
taught the young girls both geography and
needlework. Religious samplers ranged from a
Enjoy your own creativity!
simple verse to the Lord’s Prayer and all of the
Commandments. Samplers were used to record a
family’s linage or mark a special occasion.
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