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From The Editor –
As I write this Jim and I are planning a quick trip to
Switzerland to see what is new for the winter/spring
2016 season. While the temperature is supposed to be
in the 40’s tonight here in Atlanta, we just might see
some snow in Switzerland. That should get us in the
holiday mode!!!
This issue is full of ‘the ends’! It is our last issue of 2015.
Our next issue will be January 2016 with lots of goodies
for Easter! It is also our last article from Louise Hedrick.
This year she has graciously shared her extensive
knowledge of dolls – and what a treat it has been. As
well, we say goodbye to Ping as she returns to her home
in Singapore. She has spent this past year visiting
Annabelle as an exchange student. It has been fun
dressing these girls and sharing their adventures.
As we all look toward the Holidays it is our heartfelt
thanks we offer to you, our customers, for your loyalty
and business. We also thank all our contributors to Bear
In Mind this year. You each have shared generously and
our readers thank you as well.
Jim and I are grateful to Karen, Lori, Molly, and Tami,
without whom I would be unable to survive. Each of
these ladies contributes something different to the big
‘picture puzzle’ of daily life with the ‘Bears’. Hugs to
each of you.
Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Holidays to you and
yours,
Happy stitching…

Sheila

Most of All
Thanksgiving Day brings to mind
the blessings in our lives
that usually go unnoticed:
a home that surrounds us
with comfort and protection;
delicious food, for pleasure
in both eating and sharing;
clothes to snuggle up in,
books and good entertainment
to expand our minds;
and freedom to worship our God.
Most of all we are thankful
for our family and friends,
those treasured people
who make our lives extra special.
You are part of that cherished group.
On Thanksgiving, (and every day)
we appreciate you.
Happy Thanksgiving!
By Joanna Fuchs

The Little French Bleuette
By Louise Hedrick

wardrobes, furniture and accessories, and how they
have developed during their first 25 years.

It is interesting to note that Bleuette, a French
creation of the early 1900's, was almost 100 years old
before she came to be known and appreciated in
America. When she did appear here, it created a
storm amongst doll collectors, so quickly did her
popularity rise. It is generally presumed that no one
here knew about her because she was the main focus
of a French children's magazine, La Semaine de
Suzette, which was only published in the French
language.
In 1904 the French Publisher, Henri Gautier, started
publishing this magazine. He was prompted by the
political change that occurred that same year: the
French Assembly voted to separate Church and
State, thus barring the Roman Catholic Church from
providing teachers for classrooms in French
schools. Ninety percent of the population of France
was Roman Catholic at the time, and there was great
concern that because of this, French girls would no
longer have the opportunity to grow up learning to
become gracious women and the future loving
and nurturing mothers of France.
The first issue was given away free in February
1905. Then, with each paid subscription, the little girl
(he aimed this magazine to young girls aged eight to
twelve) received a Bleuette, a Jumeau 27cm (105/8"). She was a bisque headed doll with glass eyes
and fully jointed composition body. 20,000 dolls were
given away the first three months. This large format
publication (about the size of our newspapers today)
thrived for 55 years, during two world wars and
significant social change. This magazine taught little
girls how to establish a beautiful home and acquire
the skills of fashion, sewing and needlework. This
was done through stories, craft projects and patterns
for Bleuette. During the 55 years, 1,060 patterns
were published! They included a girl's wardrobe from
infancy to adulthood. In addition to the patterns,
finished clothing was available for sale. Catalogs
came out four times a year.
My examples are focused on the first years, through
World War I, and include the premier Jumeau and her
immediate successors, the Fleishmann mold 6/0, the
SFBJ 60, and the SFBJ 301. As I revisit Bleuette, I
am reminded how very much she is like the American
Girl dolls of today, in their historical presentation, their
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The baptism ensemble appeared several times during
the 55 year history. Photo #1 shows the SFBJ 301
wearing a simple gown and cap of batiste with rows of
lace insertion finished off with an elaborate flannel
lined silk cape with antique Alencon lace. Photo #2 is
the Premier Jumeau walking her baby and dog,
"Fripon" dressed in antique gold taffeta trimmed with
soutache and worn over a silk lace trimmed
blouse. Photo #3 is the Premier in one of my favorite
ensembles. She has a fine ecru silk dress with tiers
of Alencon lace. The coat is antique gold silk velvet
trimmed in bands of ivory satin. The embroidery is
vines and flowers stitched in the stem stitch and
French knots using silk embroidery thread. Her hat is
a lamb toque trimmed with a ruched satin rose and
antique ostrich feather.
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The influence of Queen Victoria was felt on the
continent well after her death. She made it a practice
to dress her own children in little sailor or mariner
outfits in all shades of red, blue and white. This 301
Bleuette in Photo #4 wears a dress and jacket version
in red wool with blue soutache acting as middy braid,
a white wool collar and sailor hat.

As the second decade of the 20th century begins, the
main French clothing designers of Paris, including
Lanvin, contributed to Bleuette's wardrobe. Photo #5,
again the Premier, shows an embroidered jeweled
two piece evening gown with appropriate
headpiece. World War I had a great effect on the
magazine and Bleuette. They continued publication
and the clothing and patterns were created through
the war. Photo #6 shows the Premier in a field
nurse's uniform. She also was a pilot and a soldier
during this time. The French loved dress-up parties,
particularly before Lent, their Mardi Gras. The attire
was called deguisements (make-believe). Photos 7
and 8 are examples of deguisements. Photo #7, on
a SFBJ 60, is actually a provincial costume with each
province in France having their own. Photo #8, on a
6/0 Bleuette, is the popular court jester.

taffeta with elaborate embroidery in the stem and
raised satin stitch. The five piece skirt was put
together and then embroidered so that the vines and
flowers flowed around the skirt and train. The cotton
net veil is edged in Brussels lace, the "tussy-mussy"
holds her antique wax flowers.
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I am closing with the picture that was the center fold
of a recent Bleuette book, my Premier with her trunk,
puppy "Fripon" and partial wardrobe.
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The Catholic Church figured significantly in the story
of Bleuette. The three most important occasions
were baptism, the First Communion (Le Belle Jour)
and the wedding. As the decades went on, different
versions of all three were given as patterns every few It has been a pleasure to share my doll collection
years. This wedding dress in Photo #9, published in with you this past year!
1912, was the first and most elaborate of the wedding
gowns. I think it is charming that their little doll, who Louise Hedrick
was a little girl, would wear a gown comprised of a
blouse with leg-of-mutton sleeves and a jumper, so in
keeping with a little girls style of the period, but, oh,
so elaborate. The blouse is made of antique round
bobbin lace in an ivory shade, the jumper in ivory silk

“Flannel Folklore”

Call for samples. Available in: White, Ivory, Pink,
Farmers wore it first, and then railroad engineers Blue, Mais, Wintergreen, Aqualine Blue, Navy, Red
and even cricket players until the late 1970’s. As and Forest Green.
the evening temperatures cool many of us will be
looking for our flannel pajamas and lap quilts. The
origin of the word flannel is not positive, but the
Welsh had a similar fabric in Wales in the 16th
century. Flannel is a soft woven fabric, of varying
fineness. Today it may be woven of wool, cotton or
a synthetic fiber. It may also be woven as a twill
weave or plain weave - often it difficult to
distinguish which, due to the napping or brushing
on one or both sides.
We are continuing to have
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It is not surprising that the history of flannel
takes us back to the Scottish Highlands. In days
of old the farmers wore the warm flannel
garments to protect themselves from the harsh
elements of the region. It was the go-to material
for chilly winters and backbreaking labor. Today
the word flannel is used interchangeably with plaid
or tartan, even though the word flannel deals with
the actual fabric, as opposed to its pattern. This
warm durable fabric found its’ way to France in
the 17th century and on to Germany in the 18th
century.
In the 19th century it had landed in the United
States and an entrepreneur by the name of
Hamilton Carhartt began his now famous
manufacturer of the Carhartt flannel overalls for
the railroad workers. Still in business today, they
continue to make their flannel Borg Shirt. North
American folklore legend Paul Bunyan made the
image of this rugged outdoor worker famous.
While only available in solid colors, Swiss Cotton
Flannel is simply the best ‘winter comfy’ fabric you
can find. It is very light weight, has a very soft
hand and comes in 10 lovely colors. It is perfect
for heirloom sewing, and would make wonderful
nightgowns, robes and blankets for Christmas
giving.
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Thanksgiving holiday they plan a week of winter sports at
the country lodge of Annabelle’s parents, something Ping
will probably never get to do again. There will be skiing,
sledding, and ice skating with lots of hot cocoa and
marshmallows.
Both girls pride themselves in their smart dress, and they
are sure not to disappoint this week. Annabelle has a
beautiful blue pantsuit with a touch of lace trim, so as not
to look too much like a tomboy! A warm Swiss pique
hooded jacket will keep her toasty for après ski events.
Winter Wonderland for Annabelle and Ping Ping has a black pantsuit, also with a touch of antique lace
trim, and an ‘oh so chic’ coat that looks just out of the
Ping will soon have to say goodbye to Annabelle and movie Dr. Zhivago.
Connecticut. She will be home, in Singapore, for the
Christmas holidays, carrying with her memories and stories We wish them a Happy Thanksgiving and a Fond Farewell
for a lifetime. Before she leaves, Annabelle and Ping will to Ping. We will miss you both.
be heading, with their friends, on a final trip. Over the
Many thanks to Tami Litton and Lori Popelka, who have so
tirelessly sewed, created and photographed this series for
us! Hugs!
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