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From The Editor –
I can’t believe that I am seeing patriotic flags, bunting,
picnic supplies and suntan lotion all displayed now on
store shelves! With the arrival of Memorial Day we are
officially into the season of lemonade and BBQ’s, beach
trips and baseball, and all things American.
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Before we all travel in different directions for fun and sun,
we have one more packed issue of Bear in Mind for your
enjoyment. Jeannie Baumeister is back with us this month
with two simply fabulous baby bonnets. When planning
that special bonnet to keep baby’s head warm, there are
so many styles from which to choose. There is the ‘T’
bonnet, the handkerchief bonnet and the prairie bonnet.
There are crocheted bonnets, heirloom bonnets, and the
‘little Sunday Bonnet’, and all manner of variations of all of
these. I challenge you to simply Google: ‘baby bonnet
patterns’ and see the hundreds that appear on the
internet! But Jeannie does, well what Jeannie does best:
the Old Fashioned Baby Bonnet. Still in many styles, these
are timeless. Thank You, Jeannie, for once again sharing
with us your wonderful patterns and ideas.

Personally, Jim and I are in full wedding mode, with the
daughter of our best friends’ wedding only a couple of
weeks away. Many of you know the story of my Wedding
Veil project from 2008. I was honored at the request of
the bride then, to make her veil from parts of her Mom’s
and my wedding dresses. It was a project of love, and I am
thrilled that her sister is planning to wear the same veil. As
with her sister, I am again honored to be giving the
Bridesmaids luncheon, which will be loads of fun. I do love Remember this is a combined June/July issue of the
‘girly’ parties! Then comes the wedding and following, newsletter. Enjoy your summer, and until we meet again
in August…..
well, a little time off for us!
Happy Stitching –

Sheila

Even though Ma and
Pa Bear are enjoying
some vacation time, the
Baby Bears are always
available, so take our
card and give us a call.
We will all be together
again in August . . . .

Editor's Note:
Jeannie used Bear Threads allover lace, stock # L-308 for her bonnets, along with the Bearissima Batiste.
An exclusive of Bear Threads, Ltd., the lace fabric, or "lace webbing” as she has referred to it, is 33 inches wide
with the appearance of 40 insertions in width. L-308 is available in White, Ivory or Ecru.

Baby Bonnet by Jeannie Downs Baumeister / The Old Fashioned Baby
You can turn a simple Baby Bonnet into a Stunning Baby Bonnet with the addition of Lace
Webbing. The Lace webbing gives the appearance of several pieces of lace sewn
together but is really one exquisite piece of lace that can be used as you would use a
delicate fabric.

The Bonnet pictured here is from Old Fashioned Baby Pattern “Christening Bonnet Collections”. I modified View 2
by using the Lace Webbing in place of fabric and lace.

The first step in any project is the design: Choosing the pattern, fabric and trims. My Materials for the Blue
Bonnet- Ivory Lace Webbing, Bearissima I blue Swiss Batiste, Ivory Lace Edging #L-171 Gooseneck .7” wide
and Ivory Lace Beading L-52 to fit the Bonnet Front with a 1/8” Silk/Satin ribbon to weave through the beading.

1. Cut the Bonnet out of the Lace Webbing. I used a rotary cutter for precision and ease. I modified the
measurement in the pattern since I am using all lace instead of lace and fabric for the Bonnet.

2. With right side of the Lace Bonnet up, draw a line 1/4” away from the front edge of Bonnet. Place the wrong side
of the Lace Edging along the drawn line and stitch in place on the heading (using a straight stitch).

3. Overlap the heading of the Lace Edging with the Baby Beading and attached it with a zig zag on either side.
Thread a blue 1/8” wide Silk Satin ribbon through the beading.

4. Cut a lining for the Bonnet according to the finished measurements given in Step 2 of the pattern View 2. Turn
1/4” of the lining front under and press. With wrong sides together, line the finished edge of the lining up with the
stitching line of the Lace Edging (where the beading was stitched to the lace edging). Hand stitch the lining to the
bonnet with a fine cotton thread. Baste the lining to the bonnet along both sides and treat as one.

5. Finish the bonnet according to the Pattern instructions.

I loved my Blue Bonnet so much; I decided to make a fancy pink Bonnet.

I am using view one in the OFB pattern “Baby Bonnets Package Two”.

I will use the Lace Webbing for the Bonnet Brim and the Crown and the Bearissima I Pink Swiss Batiste for the
Bonnet. I put the pattern under the Lace Webbing and traced the Bonnet Brim, then cut it out. The brim will not be
lined so it will have a lovely airy look.

For the Brim, I put the Lace on top of the fabric and cut them both out as one. I then treated them as one fabric to
stabilize the Crown during construction.

I can think of many beautiful uses for this wonderful Lace Webbing. I am already planning
on a dress to match my Pink Lace Brimmed Bonnet using the Lace Webbing for the yoke
(and perhaps the sleeves) of my “Baby Emma’s Smocked Baby Dresses” pattern.
Happy Sewing,
Jeannie B.

LINEN AND LINEN-BLENDED
FABRICS
PART III
Linen Today:
During the 1950’s and 60’s the linen industry
declined due to the development and widespread
use of man-made and synthetic fibers for making
easy care fabrics. Although much admired, the
‘linen look’, even after treatment with creaseresistant chemicals, still requires ironing.
With the modern mechanical technology of today,
conditions for the entire process has not only been
made safer and healthier for the workers, but has
increased the efficiency of the machines with
production increasing fourfold.
Much research continues into crease-resistant
processes and additives, but the blending of other
fibers with linen seems to be the most successful.
Linen sheets are now a luxury few can afford, but
other household items such as drying cloths, which
polish glass so easily and efficiently, and
decorative table cloths continue to find a market,
as also do fine lawn handkerchiefs.
Although this oldest of textile fibers now accounts
for only two percent of the world’s textile
production, clothing designers have turned again
to using fabrics made from natural fibers and linen
is being chosen for its comfort and good looks,
particularly in hot climates where it has regained
prestige value.

Linen Blends:
Fabric blends come in an endless array of
combinations. They may be blended from natural
fiber yarns, natural and man-made yarns, and even
a blend of two man-made yarns. Two natural
fibers blended together are the most favorable for
making comfortable clothing. A Linen/Cotton
blend is wonderfully soft and cool in hot climates.
And remember from the April issue of Bear in
Mind, “a fabric blended from two natural fibers
will not wrinkle as badly as a fabric of a single
natural fiber”.
There are many benefits to blending fabrics
because many different textures can be created for
various different uses. The idea is to combine
fibers with certain qualities, together with other
fibers that complement those qualities. For
example, cotton is comfortable to wear, however,
it wrinkles easily. Polyester, on the other hand,
does not wrinkle. Therefore, a cotton/polyester
blend results in a comfortable, yet wrinkleresistant fabric. Some cottons shrink, so a blend of
natural and synthetic fibers could result in less
shrinkage. (NOTE: Not all cottons shrink. It
depends on the manufacturing process. In the case
of most of the Swiss cottons, including our
Bearissima batistes, the fabric is woven in
‘griege’, and later bleached in a hot water solution,
then dyed. Any shrinkage has occurred during that
process.)
Further, Viscose*/linen has more drape than all
linen. Linen and silk has a soft sheen that is not
there with all linen, and has a slight texture from
the linen component.

About Sand Castles . . .

Care instructions are sometimes tricky, but I
suggest erring on the conservative side and going The history of sandcastles is something hard to rigidly
define. Many sources begin by referring to the time of
with care for the most delicate fiber in the blend.

Ancient Egypt, when the Egyptians used sand models to
outline the design of pyramids before actual construction
*Viscose is better known as rayon. When you see began. Actual documentation of the art doesn't begin
this term on a label, generally it is of European though until the 16th century, and even then evidence is
origin.
still rather light.

I sincerely hope you have enjoyed this series, and The art of building sand sculptures really gains momentum
that it brings a better appreciation of this fiber for though in the late 19th century. One of the earliest
documented accounts comes from a man named Philip
your clothing and household linens.
McCord, who created a sand sculpture of a woman and a
baby in 1897 in Atlantic City, New Jersey. He did it as a
means to make money, which is where a lot of the
documentation comes from.
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FYI
Did you know that if you nick
yourself during a sewing project
and you accidently get blood on
your fabric, your saliva will remove
the blood in most instances? The
enzymes in your saliva will not
remove someone else’s blood, just
your own. Thank ‘Mother Nature’!
And now you know . . .

Sandcastle construction consists of two main ingredients,
sand and water. The design possibilities are endless,
seeing as how a lot of it relies on the mixture of
imagination and creativity. However, there are generally
two types of sandcastles. One form is the "typical"
sandcastle, consisting of some kind of base with some kind
of tower, or towers, on top. The other form is the "drip"
sandcastle, which is when very wet sand is dripped on top
of other wet sand and creates a tower of sand globs.
A variety of different construction techniques can also be
used when building a sandcastle. Other techniques can
include moats, tunnels and bridges in the design.
Take time this summer and build a sandcastle.

Visit us on the web at www.bearthreadsltd.com
To place an order contact us at 404-255-5083 or 404-255-4001 fax
"Bear in Mind" articles are available on our website. Encourage your customers to check out our
website for information and inspiration.

