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From The Editor –
With the kids back in school, football season upon us, and
cooler days and nights, we turn our thoughts back to
sewing. Whether you are planning a special occasion
garment, or looking ahead to holiday sewing, we have
another packed issue for you this month. There are
numerous great articles, with more new laces. …..Yes, I
said even more new laces. And several are not new! They
are from yet another collection of antiques that I found
last May when we were in Calais….it pays to have friends!
These are especially yummy and would be exquisite in a
Christening gown or portrait dress. They scream white
batiste with ecru lace, the Alabama signature dress!
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There has never been a time in my life when French
hand sewing was not a part of it. I was born and raised
in Montgomery, Alabama, where I still live today.
The tradition of French hand sewing, or “hand sewing”
as it was called when I was growing up, has flourished
in Montgomery for many generations. Looking back,
it seems to me that my mother constantly had a
handmade dress project in the works in our house.
There was often a small piece of white batiste, perhaps
a collar or a yoke, in the process of being embellished
with bullion roses in pale pink or yellow, or a strip of
Speaking of Alabama, we are delighted to have Ann brown grocery bag paper with a half-finished puffing
Schaum as our guest. For over 25 years Ann worked with strip basted to it.
Sarah Stone. She certainly can tell you about
I started sewing at age twelve in a seventh
Montgomery’s passion for dresses of white batiste and
grade home economics class where I fell in love with
ecru laces!

Please also note the market dates. The SAGA market will
be a rare opportunity for all to buy from my personal stash
of antique laces, ribbons, books and other collectibles.
This will be a retail market and we will NOT be selling our
regular wholesale line, only those rare one of a kind
vintage pieces and out of print books. Plan ahead as we
will not be taking credit cards, so bring cash or checks.

machine sewing and making my own clothes. It was
not until I was married and the mother of a baby girl
that I became interested in hand sewing. My mother
taught me some of the techniques, but it wasn’t until I
began working with Sarah Stone in 1986 that I really
began to expand my knowledge. I taught smocking,
French hand sewing, and heirloom sewing by machine
in her shop for twenty-five years, working full time for
16 of those years.

We have a lovely surprise in store for you next month
It is probably not as well known as it should be,
from our guest Mary Flemming. Even I can’t wait and I
but the entire industry of heirloom sewing in America
know the project!
Till then,
Happy reading and stitching,

Sheila

today exists because of Sarah Stone. Starting with
small classes in people’s homes in the 1960’s and
continuing with her retail store, two wonderful books,
and a full pattern line, she educated many young
women, me included, on this lovely art.

After Sarah’s retirement and store closing, I The second picture is of my mother and aunt, probably at
decided to continue teaching. I have recently opened a Easter, circa 1920.
new location for teaching in Montgomery, where I
plan to continue what I’ve been doing for the last 25
years. In my classes, which are scheduled several
times per week, I like to mix people of different skill
levels. They all work on their own projects, and very
seldom are any two alike. In my experience, this
approach encourages originality and lets each person
work at their own pace. Often there will be someone
working on an elaborate christening gown sitting next
to someone making a school dress. All of the students
seem to enjoy this variety. I spend my time during
class moving from person to person providing one on
one instruction.
My new location is currently open to both new
and returning students and class times will be posted
on facebook at Ann Schaum – Teaching, Sewing &
Such, or you can reach me at (334) 590-7290 or by
email at sewwithann@yahoo.com.
***_________________***
Here are three photographs of my mother and aunt from the The last picture is of my aunt circa 1917. Now we're
first part of the twentieth century. They are wearing talking FRENCH BONNET!!
handmade clothes that my grandmother made for them.
These clothes are totally typical of how Montgomery
children dressed for church and other occasions.
The first picture is of my aunt in a French bonnet circa
1914.

Here is a little dress that my mother made for me, probably These photos illustrate how "finished" the insides of a
about 1954 or 1955. It's totally handmade, even the seams. handmade dress are.
The dress is very typical of Montgomery style in the
1950's. The yoke has Swiss embroidery and round thread
lace. The skirt is batiste, plain, with a deep hem.

"There are two means of refuge
from the misery of life – music
and cats."
Albert Schweitzer

FYI

Bobbinet, serves as the fabric. These are used in
garment construction just as any other Swiss
Embroidery or
embroidery. Using entredeux to join these to
lace or ???
fabrics is highly recommended as they are quite
fragile and this would be a perfect example where
Another confusing identification for many
the entredeux will provide strength and stability
seamstresses is that between laces, embroideries,
by taking the pressure off of the netting.
embroidered tulle and guipures. In the April issue
of Bear In Mind, I explained to you exactly what
Tulle differs from ‘lace’ in the techniques and
guipures were and gave examples. As you read
knotting used to weave the net.
this article, you might like to refer back to that
article for reference. (Note: all back issues of Bear
Next month we will look more in‐depth at tulle.
In
Mind
are
on
our
website,
www.bearthreadsltd.com).
And now you know –
To review, guipures are stitched on a base fabric Sheila
in a design that is continuous. After the ground
fabric is chemically burned away you have
remaining only the embroidery. Hence the reason
for having a continuous design.
Swiss embroideries are stitched on fabric, just as
you would embroider on a sewing machine. Just
as in your machine sewing at home, there is a top
thread and a bottom thread, that you can easily
see joining to form a ‘vein’ on the back side.
Remember from a previous article that a “Hand
loomed” embroidery only has one thread as the
man‐powered loom operates as your embroidery
hoop.
Laces differ from embroideries, as the ‘ground’
fabric is woven as the design is woven. In other
words, part of the design is background, and part
is the pattern, all woven at the same time.
Typically there are two background designs in the
French laces we use. One is the ‘round thread’
which is actually a hexagon, and the other is a
diamond.
Finally we come to embroidered tulle. Like
guipures, these may look lacey; however they are
actually embroideries that are stitched on Swiss
netting in lieu of fabric. Actually the tulle or

UPCOMING MARKET
DATES
Mark your calendars now to attend
the following markets:
CREATIVE SEWING MARKET
SEPTEMBER 9-10, 2012
Wholesale Only
Held at the Marriott Hotel on Hwy.
280 just south of I-459
Birmingham, Al
SMOCKING ARTS GUILD OF
AMERICA
OCTOBER 12, 2012
Retail Only
Westin Peachtree Hotel Downtown
Atlanta, GA

More New Laces . . .
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